July 8th, 2012

Hi

Decided to write using a letter from five years ago as it has the same date as today. Interesting looking back at what happened then. 


Last Sunday morning, as I mentioned last week, the new CE and his executive council (cabinet of advisers) were sworn in by the president who then left HK shortly afterwards. In the afternoon, the annual July 1st rally / protest march was held. The organisers claimed that 400 000 people attended. The protests are varied, including against the government, housing shortages, democracy in China; you name it, there is probably someone there. Very hot for the rally. I have also mentioned about the illegal structures/alterations at the new (and the old!) CE's house. There has been a stream of revelations about such changes in the homes of members of his executive council. How the press get hold of this information I don't know. 


Monday was a public holiday for the 15th anniversary of the handover (as Sunday which was the actual day fell on a Sunday and is already a holiday). 


I have finished reading more books. Reading is usually done in the evening as I have no TV. I finished the book of fairy tales by Hans Christian Andersen, which is nearly 1000 pages long. While reading, I had to check on the meaning of a 'fairy' tale which turns out to be any fanciful or exaggerated short story; they are not necessarily for children. Many of his stories are very unsuitable for children; the language is too difficult, they would not have the necessary background / world knowledge to understand them and some are very, very gory! He often takes some fable or historical fact, incident or person and spins a story about how they arose. For example, in one story called 'The Ice Maiden' spins an (interesting) imaginative tale around a well-known fable in Switzerland about a small island in Lake Geneva and how a couple rowed out to the island on the eve of their wedding and how the man disappeared while trying to rescue the boat that had drifted away. Even stories that are supposedly for children such as 'The little mermaid' seem to me to be too difficult for children at least as he wrote it. So, I guess we did not read any of Andersen's stories to you. (I did not read the whole book in the past few days. I had been reading it for a long time but put it down to read Emile Zola's novel.)


After that book, I read 'The Old Man and the Sea' by Ernest Hemingway. This book also seems to be yours, Gavin; it has your name in it but it is not in your style of printing.  


Had a long Skype conversation with Nadine on Friday afternoon about HSBC bank accounts. During our conservation, I was also in conversation with people at HSBC here as well as in the US (having been transferred from HSBC in HK) trying to find out about opening accounts. The US centre was hopeless and provided little useful information. The local people eventually seemed to be able to answer all my questions but even they were at a loss at times, especially when it came to that application form I sent you. Using the HSBC website, I even had to guide the person to where I had obtained the form! It turns out that even with the form, you still have to go to an HSBC branch to open the account! (which is why the form has no address to send it to). When I asked what then was the point of the form, they said it would just speed things up. Being in the US, in order to open a HK a/c, you also need to open an US a/c. Then, you have to choose which a/c will be your 'home country' a/c. If you choose the HK a/c, you then all the addresses have to be in HK with evidence for these addresses. Also, if you are a US citizen, HSBC does not allow you to use the a/c for investment purposes anywhere in the world (even if a US person living in HK opens an a/c here); the a/c can only be used for deposits, withdrawals and transfers. But with NZ citizenship it is OK, so if you do open a HK a/c, use your NZ passport (and your HKID card).  So that form you sent me, Leonie, is of no use here; you would still have to go to New York to open an a/c. (I also was told that the SFO branch may be closing down soon.) 


I did five more swims but this time went early in the morning at about 8.30 am. It was OK. (I do after all, begin my winter rums at about the same time.) But this time I included some 'training' as well as just swimming. U Keith had sent me a file on this which is quite useful. But swimming is such a complex activity as there are so many things you need to think of and coordinate, including kick, rolling the body, arms/stroke, head/angle, breathing, etc. 

That's about it.

Cheers

July 8th, 2007

Hi
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Sian – Congratulations on your graduation! And a ‘first’ (which I assume means first class honours) is pretty good. Well done!  

Not much else to write about really. Last Sunday, as I think I mentioned in the last letter, was the 10th anniversary of handover. There was an early morning ceremony at Bauhinia Square. The parachute display that had been postponed because of bad weather was held on Monday (which was the holiday, given that Sunday is already a holiday). 

I only did exercise for three days this week. I was just too tired, so decided to take a week off. However, in those three days, I did 6 km swimming.

On Thursday, I went to the dermatology clinic for a regular check-up. They did a liquid nitrogen treatment for several small areas spots on the hands. These were probably just dry skin or pimples but as the treatment is so simple and quick, it was done just in case. 

Watched part of the test yesterday between Australia and South Africa. The Springboks were ahead 17 – 0 after just 15 minutes but that was all they scored, eventually going done 25 – 17. An interesting comment by a commentator after the Springboks first converted try which occurred after seven minutes, that is 7 points after 7 minutes on the 7th day of the 7th month of the 7th year (2007) – 7-7-7-7-7! 
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This letter is written over the letter for this week last year. In it, I write about the handbag incident in a Christchurch pub in which Tama Umaga sloshed a drunk, misbehaving teammate with a woman’s handbag he picked up from a table. Remember the incident? Then there was the handbag ad shown on Australian TV to advertise the upcoming Australia-NZ tri-nations match. In that letter, I included the photographs shown above and decided to leave them, as they are quite amusing. 

   That’s it for now. 

Cheers
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